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INTERVIEW WITH EDITH HALLENGREN
JULY 7, 1984
by

for:

Jim Mullen

History of American Education
Education 700
instructor: Allen Miller

This is an interview with Edith Hallengren.
July 7, 1984, by Jim Mullen.

She was interviewed on

Jim:

Today is July 7, 1984. I'm Jim Mullen. I'm interviewing Edith
Hallengren, who used to teach in a one room schoolhouse when she
first started teaching. OK. How much schooling did you have
before you started teaching?

Edith:

I had, ah, I went to Kansas Wesleyan University in Salina, Kansas,
and I went there two years and then I was ready to teach in 1928.

Jim:

So you had gone to . . .

Edith:

So I had gone then from 1926 to 1928.

Jim:

How did you happen to get your job in that school?

Edith:

This was my home territory and when I applied for the school, I had
been informed that I should apply for the school, and they were quite
sure that I would, ah, get the job teaching in my home school.

Jim:

So you knew the people there . . .

Edith:

I knew the people, yes I knew all of the people.
neighbors, of course, and so on.

Jim:

Was there like a, a, school board or a superintendent to apply to?
No. Was there?

Edith:

Was there what?

Jim:

Was there a school board or a superintendent?

Edith:

There was a school board, yes, of course, they are the ones who do
the hiring of the teacher.

Jim:

And what years did you teach at that one room schoolhouse?

Edith:

That one room schoolhouse was 1928 to 1929, one year.

Jim:

Do you remember how much you were paid then?

Edith:

At that time I was paid $80 per month.

Jim:

And do you remember how you got your pay check?

Edith:

It would come at the end of the month and ah, it would come then,
of course, directly from the school board.

Jim:

In the mail or did somebody deliver it?

Edith:

They would come and deliver it to me.

They were our

Jim:

Where did you live while you were teaching there at the school?

Edith:

This was my home territory. My parents lived in this area, so I
stayed at home with rey parents during that year.

Jim:

What was the name of the school?

Edith:

Well, ah, I noticed, ah, on some of the information right here
they called it Sunny Slope School and then officially it was
District #63.

Jim:

Where was it located?

Edith:

In Saline County.

Jim:

Do you know if that building is still there?

Edith:

The building has been removed.

Jim:

Do you know anything about when the schoolhouse was built?

Edith:

I have no information about that, no.

Jim:

This is the schoolhouse though, that you attended when you went
to school?

Edith:

Yes.

Jim:

OK.

Edith:

Yes. It was a frame building. Always painted white.
nice, very nice school. Plenty of room.

Jim:

That was what I was going to ask you for my next questions. What it
looked like on the outside, painted white. Can you describe what
it looked like on the inside when you were teaching there?

Edith:

Well, as I recall, it was, ah, set up where we had our desks I think
you know stationed together or clamped together whatever you might
want to say and, ah, they were in rows and, ah, then, ah, well we had
to have a water bucket you know, a place for that, and a place for
the piano so just, just a fair sized building. That's about what was
in there.

Jim:

At the front where the teacher was, what was that like?

Edith:

Oh, a desk and a chair, of course, and the library which, of course,
was rather small. We had a few things there.

Smolan, Kansas.

And, ah, very

Jim:

Was the teacher's desk up on a raised platform?

Edith:

No.

Jim:

You said the library.

Edith:

Yes.

Jim:

With bookshelves.

~ith:

Yes.

Jim:

Was that available to the students to go and browse through? Or
was that mainly for the teacher's resources?

Edith:

Well, I would say probably, well, they had access to it, of course,
ah, when, if I give some assignments or something, that they needed
to do, find materials.

Jim:

What type of heating was used in the building?

Edith:

A stove.

Jim:

Wood burning?

Edith:

Wood burning stove.

Jim:

And the lighting for the school?

Edith:

Well, as I recall, it was lamp lighting apparently, I'm sure that.

Jim:

You mean kerosene lamps?

Edith:

Kerosene lamps.

Jim:

Ok, and the toilets?

Edith:

It was outside.

Jim:

Was this school any different from others in the area?

Edith:

I would say that they were set up in very much the same manner.

Jim:

Were there any other larger schools in the area with several teachers?

Edith:

None that I can think of.
same size.

Jim:

When you taught there were there any physical problems at the schoolhouse. Like did the school need to be repaired?

Was that like off to the side . . .

One, two of them, of course.

I think they were, you know, quite the
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Edith:

Nothing that I can think of at all because it was usually kept in
very good repair as I recall.

Jim;

Who was responsible for keeping it?

Edith;

The school board.

Jim:

Did they hire people to keep it up . . •

Edith:

Part of their contracts and of course, it was up to me to also be
sure that things were kept in proper order and handled properly by
the children, by the teacher, and so on.

Jim:

Did you have to clean the school building each day?

Edith:

I had to do all the janitor work.

Jim:

How did the school get its water supply?

Edith: The water came from a water well that was close to the school.
Jim:

A pump?

Edith:

A pump.

Jim:

Was the schoolhouse used only for teaching?

Edith:

No, ah, occasionally we would have, ah, oh some, ah, in this day we
would call them physical ed. contests of various kinds you know, or
we would have different kinds of games and races and things of that
kind and we would have other schools come in. And the schoolhouse
always at Christmas time we would have a Christmas program. Then,
ah, at various times if we had, ah, finished up some particular unit
of work then we would invite the parents to come and ah, participate
in the program if they could, or if they didn't want to do that then
the children would put on a program and whatever happened to fit in
with what we were studying and so on. Then,, ah, sometimes there would
be spelling bees. Ah, the patrons of the district would get together
always the last day for a big, you call it, potluck dinner. So in
those ways it was used general by the people of the territory.

Jim:

Was it ever used for like a community meeting place for just the adults?

Edith:

Not, no, not that I can remember at all.

Jim:

So it was used for school related . . .

Edith:

It was mostly school related things that were done there.
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When did the school year begin?

Edith:

The, ah, school year when I ah, the year I taught there, ah, began
the first Monday of September.

Jim:

Do you know how long it lasted?

Edith:

And then it lasted until, ah, May.

Jim:

The beginning of May or through May?

Edith:

Well, I think this was ah, through May, as I recall.

Jim:

How did the children get to school? Do you know how far they had
to travel? What was the farthest any of them had to travel?

Edith:

Most of them had, I would say, about ah, oh three to maybe six miles
something like that. They were farmers in this area, so. They were
all in the vicinity there.

Jim:

Would their parents bring them or did they walk?

Edith:

They had to walk. Unless, of course, during severe weather or something
like that, but. Course, I walked too. So that was the way we got there.

Jim:

Did any of them have their own horse and buggy that they'd bring or
their own automobile that they would drive to school?

Edith:

No. No. No.

Jim:

How old were the children? What was the youngest age up to the oldest
age or grades?

Edith:

They would be ah, I'd say from ah, ah, age six to ah, twelve.

Jim:

How many students went to school?

Edith:

At that, in that year I had six students.

Jim:

And how many different grades?

Edith:

As I recall it was first grade and fourth grade, sixth grade and I
think there were seventh and eighth grades then, too, that I was
expected to teach.

Jim:

Were the students of a particular religion or nationality?

Edith:

The majority of them were Lutherans and they were Swedish people.
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Jim:

What was the dress and overall appearance of the students?

Edith:

Very nice.

Jim:

The girls would wear.

Edith:

Their dresses.

Jim:

Dresses?

~ith:

Yes.

Jim:

The boys.

Clean, neat.

Well kept.

Overalls?

Edith: Overalls so they always looked very neat and nice.
Jim:

Did the students have to pay to go to school?

Edith:

No.

Jim:

Did they have any expenses like to buy books? Were they furnished
by the school?

Edith:

The parents would bUY the books.

Jim:

Was there any organizations similar to PTA?

Edith:

No. No organizations. I had mentioned when we would meet, you know,
together, but not necessarily as a PTA meeting that would come every
once a month or something of that nature.

Jim:

Did you know all of the parents?

Edith:

I knew all of them.

Jim:

Was that because you had grown up in that community?

Edith:

Yes.

Jim:

And you did meet with them on a regular basis with, ah, programs in
the evening?

Edith:

Well, once in awhile we would have programs. Not, not very often. You
know it would just be, ah, like I mentioned before if we had, ah, some
special activity that we wanted to show or something like that, but that
most of the times would be in the afternoons.

Jim:

I see. Did you have conferences with the parents to talk about the
student's progress?

Yes.

Edith:

We had no set up of conferences in, at that period of time. If there
were any problems you know that would arise in any manner at all it
would usually be handled by the school board. I mean there would be a
conference maybe with the school board if anything ever came up. Some
type of settlement would be forthcoming, usually.

Jim:

Did you have any problems, you know, that had to be settled with the
school board?

Edith:

No.

Jim:

What were the subjects that you taught?

Edith:

For the, ah, younger children then it would be reading, writing,
arithmetic and then as they progressed it would be, in addition to
those, would be, ah, grammar, and spelling, geography, United States
history, physiology, and agriculture.

Jim:

How did you start out the day? Can you describe a complete typical
school day that you started with and progress?

Edith:

Most of the time we would start our day with ah, reciting "The Lord's
Prayer" or having some other prayers. We would sing some songs and
then, ah, from there on usually we would get right into our areas of
study whatever it might be. So that is usually the way I started out at
that time and then from ah, I would probably start with, ah, the youngest
ones first and ah, get them going with their lessons in reading. Reading
probably would come first in the morning and then we would have our lesson
and then we would go on and I would assign probably something to do with
their arithmetic that they would be working because I had to start then
with the other children and get them going with their work. The older
ones naturally had lessons that had been assigned ahead of time so they
were prepared to get ready to take care of themselves and get their
lessons done. And then while I was working with the little ones and
getting them started and getting them going, why then, they would take
care of their work. So ah, then as the day went on of course, it would be
all of these different kinds of subjects that had to be covered and ah,
if the younger ones probably needed help sometimes with something then
the older children in seventh or eighth grades would ah, be available to
help them and show them what to do and so on. So actually, it was basically
they were kind of a teacher's aide there too that would help. And then
6f course, we would have our studies and recess, more studying and of
course, we brought our lunches in our little tin buckets, little lunch
pails, and ah, then one o'clock it was work time again until four o'clock.

Jim:

How long were the recesses?

Edith:

What?

I never had.
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Jim:

How long were the recesses?

Edith:

Usually about fifteen minutes.

Jim:

Did you go outside with the kids?

Edith:

Yes. Of course sometimes we would get so interested we would forget
all about the time and all. But usually it was fifteen, fifteen,
we'll say fifteen to maybe thirty minutes depending upon what was going
on.

Jim:

Do you remember what they did when they were outside?

Edith:

Played ball and ah, the little ones would have different kinds of balls
to play with but that seemed to be the major interest. Running races
with each other, particularly the little ones would enjoy doing that.

Jim:

Was there any playground equipment?

Edith:

Well balls and bats and so on. I remember another game, too, they used
to love to play because there was a shed there on the property and
they loved to play ante over and ah. Some of the little ones would
play hide and seek as much as they could find places to hide.

Jim:

Did you have any swings or merry-go-rounds?

Edith:

Swings.

Jim:

How did you get any school supplies that you needed to order for your use?

Edith:

Well, there were not very many supplies that we were really allowed
to order because I suppose they just simply didn't have the money for
it but if we needed something then, ah, this school board would, ah, be
the ones who would be taking care of it, ah, and they agreed. I noticed
in one of the contracts I had that it said they agreed to, ah, buy a
school register, be sure they had a school register, and other supplies
as may be required by the county superintendent. So if, ah, that person
then would come around and say well we have to have this and that or
something, they would be expected to buy it. But not, ah, anything
well like buying lots of books you know for the library, magazines for
the library and so on. Not a lot of that available.

Jim:

Did the county superintendent or any members of the school board come
by during the school day at any particular time to kind of check up
on you or just to see how things were going?

Edith:

I don't recall that the school board ever, ah, came but the county
superintendent would come occasionally. Ah, I didn't know when she was

coming. So she would just happen along and she would come in visiting
primarily to see how things were going along. What she thought, if
she had any criticisms, any suggestions, and so on she would give those.
Jim:

Did you ever have to meet with the school board on a regular basis?

Edith:

No. No. I didn't do that.

Jim:

Do you know if the school board met regularly?

Edith:

To my knowledge, they didn't.

Jim:

Can you tell me anything about the textbooks that you used? Do you
remember the names of them or, ah, anything about them.

Edith:

I can't, ah, I can't remember the names of them, ah, except as I
have mentioned the textbooks that we were using, ah, but as I recall

they had come to the time when they were illustrating them quite
freely and with colored illustrations some of them. The majority of
them, however, weren't of that kind. There weren't many of that kind.
And then, ah, well particularly in arithmetic, ah, we were very definitely
expected to know all of our multiplication combinations and addition and
subtraction, division and so on. Ah, then problems to work. In reading
of course, a lot of that at that period of time was based on phoenetic
work so we did a lot of that in reading. History as I recall at that
time would have had quite a few illustrations and one thing I remember
too, at the ends of so many of the units of work or the chapters would
be series of questions that the students would be expected to answer
that had already been printed there. Not my questions but the company
that made the books.
Jim:

Do you remember how you got the students to learn their math facts?

Edith:

Well, we, I would, ah, have cards that I could make myself and would
have those facts on there and then I would just tell them to learn
them and I would sit down with them and help them. They would. After
they had them memorized, then we would go through our sessions back
and forth you know to see if everyone had them memorized.

Jim:

Did you say you taught geography?

Edith:

Yes.

Jim:

Do you remember geography of what country?

Edith:

It was United States geography.

Jim:

Do you remember anything about that text? Would it have had maps
in it?
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Edith:

Yes. It, it was a regular geography with maps and, you know, your
information and so on. And again as I recall they had the questions
at the ends of the chapters for the kids to answer.

Jim:

What were some of the rules of the school for the children.

Edith:

As far as I'm concerned?

Jim:

Yes.

Edith:

I have always been a person who's been kind of interested in children
being able to, ah, take care of themselves, govern themselves in a
classroom. So, ah, usually the first day of school, I would have
some certain principles that I liked to have them follow and ah, do,
respect and so on, during the school year, and then, ab, I would
explain to them that we'd be working together as a group and if they
had any questions or any problems they should always feel free to come
to me and I would try to help them. By the same token if they knew
that they were doing something that they should not be doing then they
would also understand that, ah, I would take care of the problems and
get things straightened out whatever it might be. But, ah, ordinarily
as I recall, there just weren't very many problems, because they were,
a unit, a group, a small group, of course, but they learned to work
together and I think when you have your older children helping the
smaller ones and so on, that makes for unity in your school. So as
I recall, there never were any great problems that had to be settled.

Jim:

Were you ever told or given any written material about how you were
to conduct yourself?

Edith:

No written material. No. But, of course, we were expected to be good,
upright citizens you know, and ah. In that day, of course, I being a
single person, there was no point in ever thinking that you were going
to get married and then intend to have the school the next year or for
ever how many years you might be hired so that was out and, ah, we were
expected to participate in community affairs and, of course, that, ah,
had to do with your church activities. We went to church and col!'l11unity
affairs whatever might be going on that we were expected to participate
in. Be a part of the community wherever we happened to go, we were
just expected to do that.

Jim:

Did you ever travel much? Go very far back when you were teaching in
that school?

Edith:

You mean have I traveled in this period of time?

Jim:

Yes.

The rules that you had for the children.
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Edith:

I have traveled extensively. Yes. I have traveled. Were you
interested in finding out where? Yes, I have done a lot of traveling
since this period of time. Yes.

Jim:

Back when you were teaching in that school, though, ah, like if you
had a vacation time could you have traveled or didn't you go very much?

Edith:

Oh no. I did no traveling at that time, because I had to start thinking
about finishing up the degrees, on my first degree, and my college
work so as I went on teaching in other schools and more years then,
I was busy in the summer time doing that, but no traveling.

Jim:

Was there a principal for your school? Or were you in charge?

Edith:

You are talking about the first school? Yes.

Jim:

It was just you in charge • . .

Edith:

I was in charge.

Jim:

Then you had the school board?

Edith:

Yes.

Jim:

At the end of the school year, what type of graduation exercises were
performed?

Edith:

Well, at the end of the year, ah, we, about the only thing that we
would do would be just to have a big dinner for the people you know,
who had children there in that community who wanted to come and that
would take care of that.

Jim:

Where would the student go after he left your school?

Edith:

He would go on to high school.

Jim:

And where was the high school?

Edith:

Smolan.

Jim:

Is there anything else that you would like to talk about that I
haven't asked?

Edith:

I believe not.

Jim:

Thank you.

No, there was no principal.

